THE EMPEROR  FREDERICK  III

the throne, I would remain in office; I declared that I
was ready to do so under two conditions: no parliamentary
government and no foreign influence in politics. The
Crown Prince with a corresponding gesture answered,
' Not a thought of that.'

I could not assume that his wife had the same kindly
feeling for me; her natural innate sympathy for her home
had, from the beginning, shown itself in the attempt to
turn the weight of Prusso-German influence in the group-
ings of European power into the scale of her native land;
and she never ceased to regard England as her country.
In the differences of interests between the two Asiatic
Powers, England and Russia, she wished to see the Ger-
man power applied in the interests of England if it came
to a breach. This difference of opinion, which rested on
the difference of nationality, caused many a discussion
between her Royal Highness and me on the Eastern
question, including the Battenberg question. Her influ-
ence on her husband was at all times great, and it in-
creased with years to culminate at the time when he was
Emperor. She also, however, shared with him the con-
viction that in the interests of the dynasty it was neces-
sary that I should be maintained in office at the change
of reign.

It is not my intention, and it would in fact be an im-
possible task, expressly to contradict every legend and
malicious invention. As, however, the story that in 1887,
after his return from Ems, the Crown Prince signed a docu-
ment in which, in the event of his surviving his father, he
renounced his succession to the throne in favour of Prince
William, has found its way into an English work on the
Emperor William II, I will state that there is not a
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